
ESTELA Workshop: Solar Thermal Electricity is 
back on EU’s political agenda 

29th Sept 2016, Marriott Hotel, Brussels 

 Draft Agenda Invited Speakers 
08:55 Opening  ESTELA 
9:00-10:30 Panel Session 1 

STE AND 
GROWTH 

 The COP21 confirmed the imperative commitment of the international 
community to decarbonize the planet. Much in line with this success, 
the Juncker Commission had set Europe becoming Nr1 in RES as the 
highest priority target. Everyone talks about renewables, but didn’t the 
“energy transition” also make the concept of RES evolve?  

 Among the expected effects of the energy transition, what can we expect 
in terms of technology developments? How is STE positioned?  

 Reversely, what would be the consequences of a situation where the STE 
market is NOT relaunched in Europe?  

 Since the beginning of the energy market liberalisation in EU, even 
regulators appear to leave to markets the task of optimizing the 
generation structure. Is this position a sustainable one in the context of 
the “energy transition”? 

 How could a STE re-boost in Europe benefit to the European power 
system and to EU Member States?  

 EC (R&I, ENER) 
 MS  
 MEPs 
 Regulators 

(national or ACER) 
 NGOs 

10:30-11:00 Coffee break 
11:00-13:00 Panel Session 2 

STE IN 
EUROPE 

 The workshop motto is: “STE back on the political EU Agenda”. After 
several years where STE was perceived as forgotten in Europe, this is a 
breaking news. Indeed, a process has started with the European 
Commission and the Member States within the SET Plan, known as “STE 
initiative for Europe”.  

 What are the essential features of this initiative?  
 When and where was this initiative born? 
 Which are the main business motivations?  
 How to explain this value concept more in detail? 
 How is it structured? 
 What has been identified so far as most promising framework for this 

initiative? 
 Following some discussions so far, it seems that the JTI-JU (Joint 

Technology Initiative - Joint Undertaking) framework is more promising 
for the STE sector. Why? 

 MEPs 
 DG R/I 
 DG ENER 
 Member States  
 IFIs  
 R&D 
 Industry  

 



 Are there examples of successful JTIs?  
 What is new compared to FP7? 

Part I: The 
industry FOAK 

project(s) 
 

 The first part of the initiative encompasses so-called “First-Of-A-Kind” 
(FOAK) projects. What shall be the key features of such projects and 
what would the financial set-up look like? 

 Which key characteristics of such projects may lead to success?  
 What can we say about the implementation process?  
 What is the rationale for FOAK Projects?  
 What would be the ideal boundary conditions for FOAK? 

 

Part II and III: 
The R&D 
research 

proposals (STE 
& Turbines) 

 The interface between industry and research is one “classical” point of 
equilibrium to achieve R&D excellence, competitiveness resulting in an 
early uptake of technology innovation onto the commercial level. Which 
are the key aspects to look at when trying to integrate R&D and to align 
it on industry needs for the benefit of the entire sector? 

 Which are in 2016 the most important R&D objectives and the criteria 
that matter to the industry?  

 

13:00-14:30 Lunch break 
14:00-16:30 Panel Session 3 

STE ON 
WORLD 

MARKETS 
 

 Some EU countries are still considering new FiTs as supporting 
mechanism. Are there outside Europe efficient support mechanisms that 
EU could learn from? 

 Is the Moroccan Solar Plan just about energy policy and energy prices? 
 How to strategically approach the relationships with China in case the 

Chinese market brings a big push to STE development and price drop? 
 What was the settlement of the trade dispute about PV about?  
 What to expect to defend EU STE industry’s interests, especially on world 

markets? 

 IFIs (EIB, WB, KfW, 
ADF, etc.)  

 MASEN 
 Chile 
 South Africa 
 Egypt  
 Saudi Arabia 

16:30-17:00 Wrap-up / Close  ESTELA 

Mark your agenda! 

EU-Solaris Final Conference:  Wed, 28th Sept, 2016 | 14:00 – 18:30 (half day: afternoon) 

ESTELA STE Workshop 2016:  Thur, 29th Sept, 2016 | 09:00 – 17:00 (full day) 

 

 
 
 
 
Hotel room booking: 
Booking link: here. 
Enjoy the special room rate 
before 15th Sept, 2016 

 

In order not to miss these events, please register here or send an email to contact@estelasolar.org for 
confirming your participation as soon as possible. 

http://www.marriott.com/meeting-event-hotels/group-corporate-travel/groupCorp.mi?resLinkData=ESTELA%20Workshop%20and%20EU-Solaris%20Final%20EU%20Conference%5Ebrudt%60C8NC8NA%60169.00%60EUR%60false%602%609/27/16%609/29/16%608/28/16&app=resvlink&stop_mobi=yes
https://estela-ste-ws2016.eventbrite.co.uk/
mailto:contact@estelasolar.org

